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VANGUARD’S WORK ON
BLACK RIVER PAYING OFFr

By Joe Barker

Mike Moreau shows off a nice little Brookie that’s benefiting from Vanguard’s work on the
Black River over the last several years. Photo by Mike Moreau.

VANDERBILT—The Vanguard Chapter
has been financially supporting and donat-
ing manpower for about 10 years for
stream improvement on the Black River
and its tributaries in the Pigeon River
State Forest area in Northern Michigan.
The question is, has it made a difference?

years and Upper Black River Watershed
coordinator.  Besides that, he regularly
fishes the Black River as a licensed fish-
ing guide.

“In general | feel we have made a
major impact on the Black River,” said
Mike. “Reports from the late 80’s and
That question was posed to Mike early 90’s were that there were a lot of
Moreau, the crew leader for Vanguard

member volunteers for most of those Please see BLACK RIVER, page 2.
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GREAT IDEA: DONATE
UNIQUE ITEMS TO NEXT
VANGUARD BANQUET

By John Sabina

STERLING HEIGHTS—Proving that
people do read Trout Times and that Van-
guard members are always willing to step
up to a challenge, Jane Falting and her
husband Ken, a Vanguard member, have
volunteered to donate their cabin in the
Upper Peninsula as an auction item at this
year’s banquet.

It seems Jane was reading the De-
cember issue of Trout Times and shared
the disappointment of the Vanguard lead-
ership at the limited banquet participation
by the membership. After thinking about
what she could do to help, she came up
with two ideas.

The first was to donate a long week-
end between mid-June and Labor Day
2007 at their camp/cabin on the
Tahquamenon River in Luce County, just
west of McMillan.

Please see CABIN DONATION, page 4.
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BLACK RIVER

Continued from Front Page

beaver dams, warm water temperature,
and little to no Brook trout left in the
Black River.”

Beaver dams were some of the first
problems addressed by Vanguard volun-
teers during some of their work weekends.
It was no easy task. Oftentimes the ponds
formed by the dams spread across a cou-
ple acres of low lying plains. The river
was sluggish and collected silt and debris.
It was also a breeding ground for chestnut
lampreys, which are native to the river.

Donning waders, volunteers pulled
the dams apart stick by stick. Sometimes
the sticks could more aptly be described
as small logs. Spreading from the main
dam in the channel were smaller wing
dams.  The rush of water from the
breached dams often left lampreys
squirming in mud flats.

“Today, the temperatures are much
better, most beaver dams have been re-
moved, and the Brook trout are back,”
says Mike. “The whole tree cover we
have installed in the last several years is
providing cover and nutrients as well as
helping the river with its sandbed load.”

Indeed, in the last few years, Van-
guard work crews under Mike’s direction
have felled more than 30 dead or dying
trees, some a couple feet in diameter.
Using a power wrench for the bigger
trees, they have been strategically angled
in the current and anchored in the stream
bottom.

“Is this a short term project?” Mike
rhetorically asks. “No, river stewardship
is something that not only we should do,
but hopefully pass on to the next genera-
tion.”

So, how much has the fishing im-
proved?

As a fishing guide, Mike observes
that he has seen a healthier population of
Brook trout. However, that has a down-
side, which Mike believes must be ad-
dressed.

“l have also seen an increase in an-

glers,” says Mike. “Not the catch and
release fly fishermen, but anglers looking
to take from the resource and not put any-
thing back.

“This troubles me and sometimes
makes me question our efforts. This is
why | am currently trying to get some sort
of special regulations on the Black to pro-
tect the fish populations. It’s a small wa-
tershed with too many people keeping
fish, to good of access, and the trout lose
every time.”

Unfortunately, Mike’s concerns about

Increased fishing pressure on many
Michigan rivers, including the upper Ma-
nistee and Au Sable Rivers are causing
noticeable declines in the numbers and
size of fish.

Catch and release, or no-kill fishing
zones, have certainly proven to be effec-
tive in reducing the impact of increased
fishing pressure. As Trout Unlimited
members, we have the obligation to prac-
tice what we preach while encouraging
others to do the same.

As the saying goes, trout are too
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By Dave Watson

PERE MARQUETTE FISHING
PARTY ENJOYS FALL SALMON

BALDWIN—Mark Dandar and | had
planned this trip for the peak time Salmon
fishing in the Pere Marquette River area
between September 23 and 25. Our se-
lected campsite near the Clay Banks had
plenty of room for many anglers with
tents and pop-ups.
The camping was
free and had plenty
of firewood around
for the luxury of a
comforting
campfire.

Five Vanguard
members arrived on
Friday in good time
to make camp and it Flood with
prepare for the eve-
ning fish. The lads had brought some
good powerful lights so Mark decided to
try a stretch of river he knew well off

Taylor road.

After a healthy walk, we found the
honey hole Mark liked with plenty of
room for us all to

fish. 1 had never
fished at night on the
river before, but

Mark had fished this
hole many times in
the daylight and
knew the hazards
well. With our lan-
terns and headlamps,
the whole swim was
well lit and we could &
see the bottom for easy
snag-free fishing.

None of us lost any tackle using the
chuck and duck method exploring the
honey hole. Salmon attacked our woolly
buggers confidently and we all had sev-
eral hookups. Suddenly Keith Flood was
into a big strong salmon. Stripping line
he managed to steer the fish to a bank.
Fortunately, two fishermen just down-
stream from us saw the struggling fish and
netted it for him.

o

a 16 Ib., 34" Coho.

After a good night’s sleep, we fished
the Clay Banks near the campsite for
some flies only catch-and-release action.
We all had fish on for a few minutes in
various gravel beds.

I find the Salmon
spawning  process
happening right there
in front of you fas-
cinating to watch.

That night we had
Keith’s Salmon on
the menu cooked on
Mark’s portable
kitchen, along with

bangers, hot soup, and
fine ales. No night
fishing that night, but a good time to relax
by the campfire to discuss the day’s fish-

ing.

Sunday morning brought more fish-
ing near Taylor Road in a couple of other
spots Mark knew. There were plenty of
fish around for us

to pick and
choose. | hooked
into three, but

broke my 8 weight
rod on the last
tough battle. Next
time | will use a 9
weight.

Fishing the
Pere Marquette

Keith & Mark discussing tactics.

River is a real pleasure with gin clear wa-
ter and firm sandy/gravel bottoms. It’s
easy to wade. September and October are
good times to go. | hope to go again this
year.

Editor’s Note: I’m not sure what a
banger is, but if you’re interested in join-
ing Dave and other lads on a Salmon trip
this Fall, it’s never to early to contact him
at (248)601-3828, or email
dwatson@hda.net.

Midwest Fly
Fishing Expo Just
Around Corner

WARREN—It’s the time of year again
that all fly fishing fanatics look forward to
after a long, cold winter deprived of fish-
ing opportunities—the Midwest Fly Fish-
ing Expo at Macomb Community College
(Warren Campus at 12 Mile & Hayes)
March 18 & 19.

The Vanguard Chapter will again
have a booth at the show as part of its
fundraising efforts. Come and buy a few
$1 raffle tickets (or better yet, buy 6 for
$5) and maybe you’ll be the lucky winner
of an Orvis two-piece, 7° 9” 4 weight fly
rod. It’s a little beauty and you can never
have too many fly rods, especially if they
only cost you a couple bucks.

Fortunately, a number of Chapter
members have already volunteered to man
the booth, which might have something to
do with also getting free admission to the
event, but what the heck, whatever it
takes.

As usual, there will be plenty of
venders and displays at the show that will
cater to every need or whim of fly fishers.
Ever considered a fly fishing trip?
Lodges and outfitters from Michigan and
beyond will be there aplenty. A group of
Vanguard members booked such a trip to
the Green River in Utah some 15 years
ago and they’ve repeated the experience
every year since to a different river.

There will be plenty of Joe Barker
trout flies on hand at $1 each, which carry
the exclusive fish-catching guarantee or
your money back—so stock up now!
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By Al Woody

President’s Corner

Hello Everyone:

As | write this the snow is gradually
retreating from my lawn. Before long |
will allow myself to begin thinking of
Spring, which is usually about the time of
the Midwest Fly Fishing Exposition held
in Warren — this year March 18" & 19"
That show tells me that | need to get ready
for outdoor activities.
If you have not gone to
this event, it is a great
place to meet old
friends, see new fish-
ing stuff and get your
sights lined up to go
fishing. Vanguard
Chapter will be there,
in our booth, telling
people about ourselves
and trying to give
away a fly fishing rod
and reel.

With Spring on the horizon we have
planned a number of events for you to
enjoy. First of all there are our Chapter
meetings the second Wednesday of every
month except June, July, and August. In
March, John Sabina will give a presenta-
tion on stream conservation. He will talk
about the things a stream needs to be
healthy. Remember healthy streams pro-
duce healthy trout. The April meeting will
have Joe Barker guiding us as to how to
tie some of his most successful fly pat-
terns. So bring your vice and learn some
new tying techniques. As a continuation,
in May we will discuss what fly patterns
are best used and when.

The last three Chapter meetings have
had excellent presentations. Special
thanks to Steve Kunnath, who spoke
about fishing Lake St. Clair, Kevin Feen-
stra, who shared with us his streamer
techniques for catching Muskegon River
steelhead, and Mark Tonello, who got us
all excited about fishing the waters in his
Cadillac area. For more information re-
garding these streams, Mark suggested
reading his river reports. Ones that are
available on-line are:

=  Betsie River

= Manistee River, Hodenpyl
stretch

=  Manistee River, Tippy stretch

= Little Manistee River

You can find them at -
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,1607,7-
153-10364_ 10951 19056-46374--
.00.html Look on the
right side of the screen,
you'll see where you
can look for them by
county or by water
body. Those interested
in the Big Sable River
and the Big South
Branch of the Pere
Marquette River con-
tact Mark for a hard

copy.

We also have scheduled our spring
and summer outings. We plan to have two
fishing outings — One in mid-June at Joe
Barker’s cabin on the Manistee River to
fish the Brown Drake hatch, and one in
late September for Salmon on the Pere
Marquette River. We will have activities
planned to interact with the public on
River Day in June and Heritage Days in
August. Our annual work weekend on the
Black River is planned for late July. There
will be other river improvement work
opportunities on the Clinton River and
Paint Creek. Check the calendar included
with this newsletter for more information.

Please stop by and say hello at our
booth during the Midwest Fly Fishing
Exposition.

CABIN DONATION

Continued from Front Page.

The modest cabin has no electricity
or phone, but includes water, an indoor
bathroom, and sleeping accommodations
for four guests. With a propane stove,
refrigerator, kerosene lamps, and a screen
porch, the accommodations are rustic but
comfortable.

The camp is right on the
Tahquamenon River, which is an excel-
lent Brook trout fishery according to Rich
Bowman, the Executive Director for the
Michigan Council of Trout Unlimited,
who fishes it regularly.

Jane spends her entire summer there
every year and would act as “cook and
bottle-washer.”  Thus, meals would be
provided.

While Jane is not a guide, she knows
the river well and could show folks sev-
eral nearby access spots to great fishing.

Jane’s second idea is to donate an
original watercolor. She paints such sub-
jects as Brook and Brown trout, and floral
patterns.

Both of Jane’s ideas are innovative
and generous. It also should serve as a
challenge to other Vanguard members to
consider what they might be able to do-
nate, either usual or unusual, that could
help spur interest in this fall’s banquet.

If you have something in mind, let
John Sabina know at (586) 786-1967, or
Al Woody at (248) 377-2949.

TROUT TIMES
IS PUBLISHED QUARTERLY BY THE VANGUARD
CHAPTER OF TROUT UNLIMITED

Joe Barker, Editor
Al Woody, President
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Clinton River Steelhead
Fishing Improving

By John Sabina

ROCHESTER HILLS—In the Spring of
1996 and again in the Spring of 1997, the
Fisheries Division of the Michigan De-
partment of Natural Resources conducted
creel surveys of fishermen on the Clinton
River.

Anglers at both the Yates Mill site
(Dequindre and Avon Roads) and at Ryan
Road were asked to fill out and mail post-
cards placed on their windshields by vol-
unteers. After proper statistics were ap-
plied to the returned cards, the results
were very consistent.

The period from March 7 to April 30,
1996 showed 21,263 angler hours with
1796 steelheads caught. 86% of these
fish were released. The period from Feb-
ruary 15 to April 30, 1997, resulted in
21,151 angler hours and 1697 steelheads
caught. 85% of these fish were released.

The DNR was pleased with the sig-
nificant angler effort and, as a result, has
continued annual steelhead smolts plant-
ing on the Clinton.

As a result of renewed interest
showed in the Clinton River through the
Clinton River Coldwater Conservation
Project (CRCCP) and an unusual hatchery
surplus, Jim Francis, Fisheries Biologist
with the DNR and member of the CRCCP
Steering Committee, was able to plant an
additional 15,000 smolts (30,000 total) in
the Spring of 2003.

Smolts are one-year old Steelheads
that are implanted in a suitable stream.
These fish move to Lake St. Clair and the
Great Lakes to grow and mature. Any of
these fish that survive will return to their
native stream to spawn beginning at about
three years of age (two years after smolt
implanting.)

Another creel survey was conducted
in the Spring of 2005. During the period
from February 24 to May 7, 2005, volun-
teers again placed postcards on the wind-
shields of cars. Many of the volunteers

Please see CLINTON RIVER, page 7.

Keith Graham with a monster Silver Salmon taken from the Anchor River in Alaska near
Anchorage this past August on a Pink Hareball Leech.

Planning a Trip to Anchorage?
Here Are Some Tips on Where to Go

By Keith Graham

Editor’s Note: As promised, the following
article is a sequel to an article that ap-
peared in the last issue of Trout Times
written by Jean Keckhut, the daughter of
Vanguard member Werner Keckhut.
Keith is Jean’s boyfriend, and it just so
happens, he is also the co-owner of a fly
shop in Anchorage; World Wide Angler. |
can personally attest that he is a heck of a
fly fisherman. Keith shares his story as to
how he ended up in Alaska, with tips on
where to fish in the Anchorage vicinity.

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA—After serv-
ing four years in the U.S. Air Force, |
decided to pursue my passion, catching
huge fish, so | moved to Anchorage. |
took a job in a fly shop and became the
proverbial "trout bum." 1 worked and
fished, and that was about it. For 5 years |
continued this routine and caught 100's of
trout and salmon.

When | turned 25, | knew | had better
start thinking about my future, and after
brainstorming with my best fishing
buddy, we decided to go partners and
open our own fly shop. We were both able

to combine our passion with a career, and
it has worked out well.

As for fishing the Anchorage area,
The Kenai River is the most popular fish-
ery for sure. The Kenai is aa easily acces-
sible roadside fishery for King, Sockeye,
& Silver salmon, and trophy Rainbow
trout & Dolly Varden. Guided trips are
readily available, or with a vehicle and a
map you can fish on your own success-
fully.

The Russian River is a tributary to
the Kenai River and is located in Cooper
Landing near the headwaters of the Kenai
River (Kenai Lake). The Russian River is
crystal clear and full of fish. The Russian
is well known for its healthy Sockeye
salmon run and offers excellent fishing
for Rainbow trout and Dolly Varden from
June 11th through October 1%. Sockeye
run from June 11th to July 15th.

Some other notable fisheries to check
out on the peninsula are Ptarmigan Creek

Please see ANCHORAGE, page 7.
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FISHING EXPERIENCES:

NEW YORK STEELHEADING:
Lots of Fish, Rain & Excitement

By Joe Swantek

DUNKIRK, NEW YORK—When | got
the call from Dale Haugan, a Vanguard
member now living in State College,
Pennsylvania, asking if James Singer and
| were up to doing some Steelhead fishing
in New York state during the weekend of
October 15th, | jumped at the invitation.
Dale had told us about his outstanding
successes during his past trips to fish the
Cattaraugus River (often referred to as the
CAT by the locals) for Steelhead.

' -.Jl-i?b'm""fﬂfﬁa - .m i

rived at our motel in Gowanda, New York
at 9:00 pm. Dale arrived an hour later
after his drive from State College.

After breakfast early Saturday morn-
ing, we traveled a few miles to an Indian
reservation where we purchased our per-
mits to fish on reservation waters in an
area known as the Cabbage Patch. The
permit fees are $35.00, but only $10.00
for seniors over 65 years old. A New
York state license is not required.

qi

1

Dale Haugan with a bright Steelhead from a recent fishing outing in upstate New York.

The Cat is the same size as the Mus-
kegon River in Michigan at its widest
point and flows into Lake Erie near the
city of Dunkirk about 80 mile south of
Buffalo. The area is referred to as Steel-
head Alley because of the fantastic runs of
Steelhead in all the area rivers and
streams that flow into the lake. The State
of New York has been planting a large
number of fish for several years and as a
result this area usually receives a lot of
fishing pressure.

We left on Friday afternoon, and after
a seven hour drive in the rain traveling
through Ohio and Pennsylvania, we ar-

After traveling down a very muddy
and rough cabbage patch road in the rain,
we arrived at the river and proceeded to
cross in a heavy flow to the other bank for
a day of fishing. Dale, James, and | ad-
vanced up river for about 150 yards to a
bend where the river narrowed into a fast
chute. The rain was coming down very
hard as we rigged up our floating line
with either a yarn egg fly or a nymph, and
strike indicator.

Dale and James fished the fast run
and | fished a few yards below them in

Please see NEW YORK, page 7.
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BRING YOUR TYING
VISES FOR HOPPER
ACTION IN APRIL

By Joe Barker

I’ll supply the material, you bring
your fly tying vise, tools, and some strong
yellow fly tying thread (3/0, or mono) and
before you know it, you’ll learn how to tie
a deadly hopper pattern that has taken fish
on every stream it’s ever been fished from
coast-to-coast, and beyond.

The demonstration will be at the
monthly  membership  meeting  on
Wednesday, April 12 at 7:30 p.m. at the
Rochester Hills Environmental Education
Center on the southwest corner of the
intersection of Livernois and Avon Roads
in Rochester Hills.

This particular fly has evolved from
various hopper patterns and materials that
have proven successful in the past.
You’re unlikely to find anything exactly
like it in a fly shop, although there will be
similarities to its evolutionary predeces-
Sors.

| refer to the fly simply as a parachute
hopper, but a fishing guide who once
pulled it out of the mouth of a bruiser
Brown trout, called it a banana hopper.
That’s because of the bright yellow foam |
use to wrap its body.

Other essential ingredients include
rubber legs knotted to make joints, a tur-
key quill wing, white poly strands for a
wing post, red hackle for a tail, and griz-
zly hackle to wind around the post.

Try it, you’ll like it.




START PLANNING AHEAD:
CHAPTER FISHING
OUTING JUNE 17 & 18 ON
MANISTEE RIVER

You can never start filling in your
fishing calendar too early. This year’s
Vanguard Chapter fishing outing will again
be held on the Manistee River at Joe
Barker’s Cabin on Pine Bend.

Members will be asked to contribute
$20 for the purchase of food and bever-
ages. More information will appear in the
next issue of Trout Times.

ANCHORAGE

Continued from page 5.

and Quartz Creek (July 15th to August
15th), Anchor River, Deep Creek, and the
Kasilof River.

North of Anchorage, the Parks High-
way is a popular roadside fishery for King
& Silver salmon, Rainbow trout, Dolly
Varden, and Grayling. | recommend Wil-
low Creek, Sheep Creek, and Montana
Creek. You can drive to Talkeetna (110
miles north of Anchorage) and you will
have passed over Willow Creek, Sheep
Creek, and Montana Creek. You can pull
over and park and hike up or downstream
and fish. Downstream is open to salmon
(certain dates, check regs), and upstream
is always closed to salmon, but open for
trout fishing.

In Talkeetna there are jet boat ser-
vices that will take you to many different
tributaries of the Susitna River and Tal-
keetna River. My favorite place to go is
Clear Creek. Clear Creek is a 20 minute
jet boat ride up the Talkeetna and will
cost you $45.00 per person round trip.
You leave when you want and get picked
up when you want. Clear Creek is excel-
lent for Rainbow trout, Dolly Varden, and
Grayling, plus all five species of Pacific
salmon enter this system so it can be at
times full of fish.

In the Anchorage vicinity we have
several lakes that are stocked with trout
and you can try your luck from shore, or
rent a pontoon boat or canoe and go fish-
ing. Downtown, Ship Creek gets a run of
Kings and Silvers. The Ship Creek fishery
is very crowded combat fishing, but hey,
if you would like to experience shoulder
to shoulder fishing and try your luck for a
urban salmon, this is the place.

This barely scratches the surface of
places to fly fish in the Anchorage area,
but serves as a good sample within easy
reach.

Editor’s postscript: For more informa-
tion or to contact Keith, visit him on-line
at worldwideanglerinc@alaska.net.




